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The firſt fime the Prophet does ſet 
dowh, is Oppreſtion, Amos 8. 11, Hear 
this, Oh you that ſwallow up the needy. 
Thoſe Jews they were like the Fiſhes , 
of the Sea, the greater devour the 
tefſer , For 'this | fin of Oppreffion 
God threatens a Famine of the Word, 
and js _ this ſinne — be ' found a- 
mong us. Oppreſſion, 1 zppeal to an 
and odia hath his Reaſon Jeſt. rim 
not one” Man now becowe a Woelfe 
ro another , does not he tear from: 
him the Golden Fleece; 1 dare be bold 
ro ſay; there is more Juſtice ro be found 
in Hell then aqong men upon Earth ; 
for in Hell no - Innocent Perſhn is op- 
preſt, char is one linne, 0 = _ » 


Secondly } Another *finne the Peo- 
pher (ers down, that is the cauſe of this 
iricval Famine ; it was wearinefle of 
; | Ordinances, «mos the 5th and 
8:b Verſe, When will your New Moons 
be gone that we may ſell Corne, and 
-the Sabbarch that we may ſet forth 
When, Verſe 6. For this (inne I will 
bring a Famine of the Word; are you 
| C weary 
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weary -of me, They -were | more for 


ng- chen they + were: for worſhip- 


La 

ing ; The Lord hath fed',us:of this Gi- 
ty | with the fineſt- of. the Wheat, the 
Bread of life, he hath given .us the very 
Creame 'of his Ordinances .. but when 
we have been-- fed; ro: the. full, have 
not we begun to-ſurfeit,' | have. we jnor 
ſaid, when will the : Sabbath be-gone, 
what a wearineſle :is ir? ., Fruely. when 
we have loſt our Stomach, it 15 -moſt 


juſt with God to take away: our Food; 


If a Mans Commodities bares a better 
price' in one place then in: another, he 
will remove: his Marker; the Goſpel 4s 
) grown a cheap Commodity , it bears 
but a loe price z- now Men :are we 
of it: and may not we fear God will: 
remove his Market, he will tranſplant 
his. Word into Foreign parts :- Surely 
if we begin to ſay what &.wearineſs' xs 


it if our: mercies 


our -burthens, God 


can ſoon caſe us of _ this burthen ;'-this 
is a (anne brings a Famine :of' «the 
Word, when we are weary of the 'Or- 
dinances; and hath nor this linne cauſ- 
ed a Famine of the Word -already/in 


mary parts of this: Land: : There is 


none 
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none knows how' ro ſpeak to their Spi- 
ritual Cafe , that can feed them with 
the Bread of life , that can divide the 
Word aright ,- iv many parts, of the 
Land it is ſo, they have Husks given to 
them inſtead of Food, and Mulick inſtead 
of Manna, 


Thirdly, Another (inne that brings 
a ſoul Famine, is this cozening in mens 
Dealings, Verſe 5. Making the Ephar 
ſmall, rhe 'Ephar' it was the Kings Mea- 
ſure, Verſe 7. In ſelling they made the 
Ephar ſmall, the meaning- is, they gave 
but ſcamry Meaſure'; they made the 
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Ephar imall , and faith God, you . 


ſell the rehuge of the  Whear, that 
is mear ,Cheatirg , they pick our of 
the belt Grain tor themſelves, and the 
Husks and Refuge they ſell to the 
poor; here is mear Cheating, faith God, 
I will -bring a' Famine of the Word up- 
on. you for- this; let none -hold- in 
their hands falſe Ballances : - | would 


there did not. * 
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Fourthly,- Another (inne that brings 
2 Famine in this Chapter, is Wolatry, 
Verſe 4. They that ſwear by the (inne 
of Samaria , and ſay, Thy God Oh 
Dan \iveth, here was plain Idolatry; 
bur let us underſtand this ſinne of Sa- 
maria , What was that ? that was the 
Galf that was-ſet up ar Bethel near to 
Samaria , and to ſwear to this Calf, 
here' was plain Idolatry ; for this God 
threatned a Famine of the Word, and 
are we free from this ſinne, I wonld 
we were: is there ns. Idol worſhip a- 
| Mong us, are-there not ſome ſo im- 

potent,. as to ſay in Print, It will a«- 
ver be well with us til we are: recon- | 
ciled ta the Mother Church gof Rome : 
Idolatry it -inrageth God,it breaks the 
Marriage Knot, it makes-God give 2 
Bill of Diſvorce to a People 5 Idolatry 
it do& ſo provoke the Lord, that he 
takes/ away the viſible Tokens of his | 
Preſence from a Nation, 2 King. 17. 
I2. 18. They ſerved'Idols, What fol- 
lows, Verſe 18: Therefore the . Lord 
was very arfry - with 1/{y6el, temoved 
them quite out of his ſight, he unpeo- 


pled them , he unchurched them, he 
removed 
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 cemoved them out of his fight. I ſay 
this ro you, when once. you ſee darke 
ſhaddows of Popery ſtretched out, 
then fear the Sunne of the Goſpel is go- 
ing down. | 


Fifthly, Another anne that hrings 
Goſpel Famine, it is oppoficion -to Re- 
formation, when God calls tro a Land 
to returne to him by Repentance, Tar 
ye, turn ye, why will you die ? but they 
will go on in linne when God cries 
to them by his Judgments to break of 
fnne, but they will not hear the voice 
of Gods Rodd, Fer. 5. verſe 3. they 
refule 1a receive Correion, when once 
it 1s this with a people, God will pack 
up and be gon from them, 7. Fer. 13, 
14- ver. Therefore will 1 doe to this Houſe 
which 3s called bymy , 6s 1 did-to 
Shilo ; why whar did God do to Sbj- 
ls? when he left the tokens of his wrath 
there at Shslo , the Prieſt was lain, 
the 'Arke taken Priſoner, all the 'figns 
of Gods prefence were removed , und 
we never read that the Arke reruned to 
Shils any more, Oh dreadfu}! hath 
not the Lord blowsa the Trumpet in ovr 
CT 3 cars * 
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ears ? hath not he called to os to Te- 


pent,, but we hate ro be reformed, we 


turn a-deaf (car to God ; let England, 
let Londen, take heed ir be not with 
it, as once With Shils. that God does 
not make the Viſion ceaſe , and bing 
a Famine of the word in theſe our days, 
Levit. 26. verſe 23. pray obſerve, 24. 
30, ſaith "God , werſe 23. 1 will. pu- 
nh you yet ſeven times more, for your 
ſrenes | will make you lie waſte., "and" 1 


- will bring your Sanftuary into defolation, 


that is''the firſt thing : if you -would 
prevent a Goſpel Famine, I befeech-you 
Þ£&loved take heede of thoſe linnes which 
you have ſeen have brought a Famine 
of Gods Word wpon | I and. MARL 


Secondly, If you would prevent a 
Famine of the Goſpel, let us beſiege 
the, Throne of Grace (by earneſt 'pray- 
er; Oh pray.to-#God;, you that ' can 
pray, Pray, that the Lord would not 
depart from you, that+ he would not 
make the Vilton ceaſe, rHhat he- would 
not 'turne the Songs of our Temple in- 
ro Howleing, Ofti. ay hold upon Chriſt 
by - importunitie -y6u read 'of thoſe 

f 2 in 
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in the Goſpel , when Chriſt 'made as-if 


he , was going. away', - the Text faith; 


they did!. conſtrain him to ſtay with: 
them, Luke 24. Verle 29. Is notthe' 


Lord: upon-the Thraſhal of his Tem- 
ple, asif he was ready to take his wings, 
, and flpe from us? Oh let us by: hum-: 
ble prayer -lye at his Feer, and if it 
be -pofſtble, conſtraine him yet to-flay: 
with Ezylaid, ſtay Lord , - rather.any 
Judgement than this / rather lay 2 
ſtroake ,updn.my Body or E3re; but 
doe nor bring a Famine of the: Word 
of Gad z and ,-if we would prevaile 
with. the | Lord: ,' uſe Arguments. in 
prayer when we come to-(3od: tor the 
poor Goſpel :of [England : Lord | haſt 


thou: never: 'a Remnant left among} vs, - 


2 People that-love.thee, andfears thee; 
that: hangs about::thee , that will:inor 
let thee: goe?- Oh deſtroy novtheclaſt, 


% 


= 


er, is not there:a- bleſſing in it + Oh 


wilt thou. be gone from vs, art nor 
thou' our Father; will. the Father” take 
away Bread from his Ghildren ? Lord, 
will: not the 'Enemie. inſult to (ſes thee 
leaving thy Temple, where thou haſt 
put thy Name # wilt thou .-make the 
C 4 hearts 
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hearts -of thy people ſadde; and wilt 
thou rejoyce thine Enemies? Oh Lord, 
haſt thou not given_Bond, and is there 
better-'Securiry ? haſt thou not promi- 
ſed under thy Hand and Seale thou 
wilt give us Paſtors after thine own heart 
to feed us with Knowledge? Lord , 
thou wilt never Forfeit thy Bond, It 
is true, we are an unworthy Nation, 
not --worthy . to be Beloved z Oh but 
canſt not thou make us fir for Mer- 
cie? canſt_nor thou give us Repentance! 
as well-as Deliverance? Nay Lord, 
let us farther preſs thee, is not thy Ho: 
nour concerned in all this ? we are cal- 
led by tby Name, leave us not ; this 
ſhould wei uſe Arguments and follow 
God by prayer, and ſurely the Lord 
will nor depart from vs. ' Prayer, it 
makes 'a ſweet found in Gods 'Ear , 
and be will not goe away, where he 
hears this: Mulick. Againe, 


Thirdly, Would we prevent a Goſ- 
pel Famine (which -we have cauſe to 
jear )+let us this day turne ro God 
and break off our ſinnes by rightcouf- 
nels, Jer.. 7. Verſe 3, Amend your 
pine'nt # E 2 wayes 


wayes and your doings, it is a yain 
thing to . pray unleſs you reform, 'a- 


mend 
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your Wwayes and your doings 7 


What ſhould God - continue his 'Gofl- 
pel for to an impenitent ſinnefall Land, 
that are reſolved they- will ſinne ; whe 


brings 


will 


4 , wil ay 


out coſt upon 


ound that 


th nothing bur Briars? who 


er Roſe-water upon a Dung- \ 


hill? Would we prevent a Goſpel Fa- 
mine, let us breake 'np the Follow 
ground of our hearts 'by Repenrance. 
| will fay but this, if we Reforme nor, 
we | can expect to ſee no good dayes 


more, God will un-People os, he will 


'  un- Church usere he hath done ; Oh ber- 
ter looſe the Snnne in the Firmament, 
than that. the Goſpel Sunne ſhould be 
Eclipſed in our Horiſon : 'who would 
deſire to live when, the Arke 'of 'Gyd 
is gone ? what good Chriſtian canfor- 
beare weeping art the Funeral of 'the 
Goſpel ? that is the firſt exfroeracion; 
let us labour to 'prevent the coming of 
Gods Famine upon us, as we would 
prevent Fire, and Plague , ſo labour to 


: 
© / 


| 


prevent this Soul Famine, 


Second- 
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YE 3 | | 

- Seccond Uſe, of Exhortation is this; 
if .a,Famine of the -Word be. ſo: ſad 
as you have, heard ,: let ws doe what 
wg;,5an [to keep Gyd ſtill amongſt us 
and; his .Goſpel.. You will, ſay how ſhall 
we.; keep. the Golpel, it is a bleſſed de- 


ſigne.ro keep the Goſpel ?; 1 will name ' 


three -or four-things, and 1 have dane. 


.Exſt; Entertain the Goſpel into your 
houſes, that is one way to keep. ſt 1 
Obadigb he entertained the Ark, and his 
hauſe, was bleſſed. for. the: Ark ſake; if 
you cannot'have the Gafpel in publick, 


as you uſe to. have 'with purity. and free- | 


dome , get” it "into your-houſes ; 1 am 
ſure of this, you' can never put your 
houſes to better uſe, then to entertain 
Ghrift! and his Goſpel.;. I beſeech you 
let,z; nor be ſaid, that the Goſpel is put 
to; {eek its lodging z does not this Gol- 
pe), bring Salvation? Oh how glad ſhould 
you. be to haye Salyation come to your 
Houſe. | 


Secondly , Would you keep the Gol. 


pel 
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pel among you? Improve it the beſt 
way”, 1 know ftill ro- enjoy the Goſpel, 
is to improve it, lay up a Rtock of know- 
ledge, let the word of 'Chrift dwell 
richly in- you, Coll. 3. Verſe 16. Re- 
ceive the Word not only into your heads, 
but into your. hearts, get good by the 
word Preached , while-rhe Manna falls 
gather, Manna', the beſt way tro enjoye 
the Goſpel is to improve it, God will 
not ' take away the Breſt, ſo long as 
Faith draws the breſt, And then, © 


- Thirdly, Priſe the Goſpel and that is 
the way to keep ir, the Ordinances of God 
are the moſt (ignal bleſlings, they are ber- 
rer then Gold-& Silver, they are the food 
of your ſouls, - they ſtrengrhen-faith, they 
indleale joy ; theſe are the Conduits thar 
holds the Water of Life, that ſoul that 
before' was dry like eAarons Rod being 
planted neat theſe waters of the Ordinan- 
ces, have flouriſhed, have brought forth 
Buds and Almonds, and therefore priſe 
the Ordinances. Beloved here we con- 
verſe with the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, if ever 
we enjoy Chriſt upon earth, it is here; if 
ever we ſee his face,it is through this Lat- 

rice, 
P 


/ 


(42) 


tiee, Gods Ordinances are like the place | 


! 


of the Mercy Seat, where the Lord did | 


ſpeak from heaven to his People ; oh then 
priſe theſe Goſpe) bleſſings,and that is the 


way yet to keep thern among you. 


And laſtly, If you would keep the Goſpel 


with you, adorne the ran op that are | 


herepreſent, you do all profeſs the Goſ- 
pel, that is not enough, unlefle you adorn 
the Goſpel, Phil, x. 27. Let your Conver- 
ſation be as becomes the Goſpel z but 
when do we adorn the Goſpel ? I anſwer, 
when we live according to the rule of the 
Gaſpel in ſobriety and ſanftiry, Oh that 
15 to adorn it: when we walk according to 
the rule of it in ſobriety and fanQtiry, we 
adorn the. Goſpel; when we walk as the 
Members of Chriſt, and as thoſe that are 
aQed by his Spirit, we adorn the Goſpel; 
when we ſhine forth in a kind of Angeli- 
cal brighinefle, and live ſo holy 2s it we 
had ſeen the Lord, this is to adorne the 
Golpel, and this is the beſt way I know 
to have the Goſpel intailed pon us, ang 
upon ouroſterity after us, 


Fans. 


| 


